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Work ano Workers. 



The Convent of Sinai still contains manuscripts of no small value. Dr. 
Frederick Grote, a German scholar, recently secured from there a num- 
ber of Arabic and Syriac manuscripts, the most important of which he believes 
to be an old Aramaic version of the Gospels. It is written in letters some- 
what similar to the Hebrew, and the old Syriac Estrangelo, and belongs to a 
type of Aramaic current in Syria in the first century. This document will be 
published. He also found an Arabic version of the Gospels, and another of 
the Epistles. 

A very conservative work upon the history and theology of the New 
Testament, entitled Geschichte der neutestamentiichen Offenbarung, was 
recently published at Munich, the author of which is Prof. C. F. Nosgen, 
D.D., of the University of Rostock. Dr. Nosgen is at the extreme of con- 
servatism in New Testament scholarship in Germany ; indeed, it is said that 
he is the only theological professor in a German university who still main- 
tains the verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. Yet his work is an important 
one, and has a large apologetic value. It is directed against the New Testa- 
ment criticism of the Harnack school. 

The Regents and Faculty of the University of California have, after 
much waiting, secured the funds necessary to establish a department of 
Semitic Languages and Literature at that institution. They feel it to be, as it 
certainly is, an occasion tor congratulation on the part of all friends of the 
University. Rev. Dr. Jacob Voorsanger has accepted the appointment of 
Professor of the Semitic Languages and Literature. The courses of study 
announced, intended both for graduate students of Semitic Philology and for 
theological students, are as follows : (i) Elementary Hebrew, (2) Advanced 
Hebrew, (3) Aramaic, (4) Prophetic Hebrew, (5) Biblical Aramaic, (6) Ele- 
mentary Arabic, (7) Advanced Arabic, (8) Hebrew of the Hagiographa, (9) 
Syriac and Biblical Aramaic, (10) Assyrian, (11) Comparative Grammar of 
the Semitic Languages. Course Nos. (1) and (2) were offered at the opening 
of the present academic year, while the others will be added as fast as the 
development of the department permits. It is expected that many students 
will be attracted to this work from the Theological Seminary of the Christian 
denomination about to be established at Berkeley, and also from other semi- 
naries around the bay of San Francisco. 

An admirable and in every way useful edition of the Tell-el-Amarna 
Tablets has been prepared by Dr. Charles Bezold, and published by Luzac 
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& Co., London. These famous tablets, found only a few years ago in Upper 
Egypt, contain a collection of letters in Assyrian cuneiform which passed 
between Pharaohs Amenophis III. and Amenophis IV., of Egypt, and their 
vassals in Palestine and Syria as early as the fifteenth century before Christ, 
in the pre-Mosaic era. Their testimony as to the condition of those countries 
at that time is of the utmost interest and value to us. Bezold's work is issued 
in two volumes. The first, entitled The Tell-el-Amarna Tablets in the British 
Museum, contains the eighty-two tablets in autotype fac-simile, and forty- 
four of the number are reproduced photographically. They are accompanied 
by an Introduction, written by Dr. Budge, of the British Museum, giving a 
sketch of the history of Egypt and Syria at that period, a description of the 
tablets, and several glossaries of Canaanitic words. The second volume, 
entitled Oriental Diplomacy, contains a transliterated text of the tablets, with 
full vocabulary and grammatical notes. The books are, of course, text-books 
primarily, but biblical scholars generally are interested in them and will study 
them. 

The New York Independetit makes the following statement concerning 
the edition of the Revised Version projected by the late Dr. Philip Schaff, 
which was referred to in a recent number of the Biblical World : ". . . . 
The late Dr. Schaff, some time before his death devised a plan of issuing an 
American edition of the Revised Version of the English Bible, with the 
Appendix incorporated in the text, with unmistakable Scripture references, 
with chapter headings in the words of Scripture, and with a mark to 
denote the beginning of verses. He also had arranged with a publisher to 
send forth the book in 1899 when the engagement of the American Commit- 
tee with the English would expire. But the plan fell through because the 
American Committee, or rather some members of it, were unwilling to allow 
a copyright to be taken out for the work ; and without such provision no pub- 
lisher would encounter the expense. As the matter now stands, the work can 
be done if any one will bear the cost. It would require the unremitting labor 
of at least a year to prepare such a book as Dr. Schaff proposed ; and we 
understand that one member of each company stands ready to do the work if 
the requisite means be secured. It is reasonable to suppose that members of 
the committee would be more likely to reach a satisfactory result than others." 
Cannot the work be at once arranged for ? To say nothing of the practical 
religious value, it is beyond doubt that the publication would be exceedingly 
profitable to any man or company who undertook it. 

In the issue of August 1 ith the Sunday School limes, reviewing Notovitch's 
Unknown Life of fesus Christ (see Biblical World for August), gives 
opinion as follows : " It is impossible to consider this a genuine find. It 
is full of clever touches which seem to be due to the brain of some one well 
versed in the ideas and phraseology of Eastern religions, and familiar with a 
certain type of writings in biblical criticism. It bears no comparison, how- 
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ever, with the canonical Gospels, and scarcely with the apocryphal one when 
the narrative of the journey a Buddhist monk of today is made to chat with 
M. Notovitch about the Egyptians, the Israelites, and even the Assyrians ! 
The latter half of the chronicle is taken up with events concerning which the 
Buddhists of India could have had no intelligent knowledge." 

A very important statement concerning the trustworthiness of this book is 
made by Rev. F. B. Shawe, a Moravian Missionary of Leh, the chief town of 
Ladakh, the very place where M. Notovitch claims to have found his docu- 
ment. Mr. Shawe says (i) that Buddhists do not venerate Jesus, or Issa (the 
Mohammedan name for Jesus) at all ; (2) that his colleagues have had easy 
access to the very monastery named by Notovitch for forty years, and never so 
much as heard of such a " Life " ; (3) that no one in that vicinity can be found 
who has seen or heard of Notovitch ; (4) that the monks deny that they have 
any old books — least of all one 1,694 years old, or a copy of it ; and (5) that 
Pali is an unknown language to any native of Ladakh. What then is left of 
Notovitch's Unknown Life of Christ ? A pure fabrication, a deliberate false- 
hood, told for the unworthy motives of gain, notoriety, and destruction of 
Christian history. Such a piece of work is not to be dismissed by simply say- 
ing that "there is scarcely need for serious discussion of it," as does the 
Sunday School Times reviewer, nor by simply refusing to say anything about 
it, the method pursued by the biblical journals of England, but it calls for 
definite exposure and explicit condemnation. The public should be made 
aware of Notovitch's purposes and practices, and should further be put upon 
their guard against the class of literature to which this work belongs — litera- 
ture which aims to destroy Christianity, and in accomplishing it has little or 
no regard for historical facts. 



